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The trial of Captain John Porteous, " a name memorable in
the traditions of Edinburgh as well as in the records of criminal
jurisprudence" (Sir Walter Scott), took place in July, 1736, and
in view of the strange and far-reaching events by which it was
attended is certainly one of the most remarkable that ever came
before the High Court of Justiciary. The editor has been
fortunate enough to find in the British Museum and Public
Record Office much unpublished material, throwing light upon
what Professor Hume Brown, in his History of Scotland^
describes as "one of the most dramatic incidents in the
national history." Much new matter has also been obtained
from the Records of Edinburgh Town Council and other
original MSS.

The Annesley Case.   (1743.)   Edited by ANDREW

LANG.

The Annesley Case, in which James Annesley claimed to be
the legitimate heir of Arthur, third Lord Altham, was tried in
Ireland in November, 1743. The claimant, James Annesley, if
his story be true, enjoyed a life of adventure and romance that is
seldom met with outside the pages of fiction. His early years
were none too happy, and on the death of his father, Lord
Altharn, he was destitute of all friends and depended upon the
charity of others for his livelihood. The Earl of Anglesey, the
defendant in the case, then came forward and claimed the title of
Lord Altham, as brother and heir to the deceased lord, upon the
supposition that the late lord had died without male issue.
About four months after the death of the late Lord Altham,
James Annesley was, through the instrumentality of the Earl of
Anglesey, kidnapped, sent to America, and there sold for a
common slave. He remained in this condition for a number of
years until the story of his unfortunate life reached the ears of
those who helped him to return once more to Great Britain, and
there his case was taken up with such vigour as to enable him to
obtain a verdict in his favour at the hands of the judges and jury
before whom the case was tried.